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are now known as midshipmen. The course
of study covers four years, including two
periods of two summer months, each of which
is spent on naval ships at sea. Graduates
first fill lower vacancies in the naval service,
and occasionally in the Marine Corps. Promo-
tions are not rapid, but are certain, in time,
to all who show ability.
How Entrance Is Secured. In the follow-
ing paragraphs the laws relating to admis-
sion to the Academy are summarized:
Appointments. Three midshipmen are al-
lowed for each senator, representative and
delegate in congress, two for the District of
Columbia, ten each year from the United
States at large and fifteen from enlisted men
of the navy. Two appointments from the
District of Columbia, 40 each year at large
and fifteen from enlisted men of the navy are
made by the President Four midshipmen are
allowed from Porto Rico, who must be na-
tives of that island. Candidates must be
actual residents of the districts from which
they are nominated.
Examination. Two examinations for the
admission of midshipmen are held each year.
The first is held on the third Wednesday in
February, under supervision of the Civil Serv-
ice Commission at certain specified points in
each state and territory. All those qualifying
mentally, who are entitled to appointment in
order of nomination, will be notified by the
superintendent of the Naval Academy when
to report at the Academy for physical exam-
ination, and if physically qualified will be
appointed. The second and last examination
is held on the third Wednesday in April at
Annapolis. Alternates are given the priv-
ilege of reporting for mental examination at
the same time as the principals. Examinat-
ion papers are prepared at the Academy and
the examinations of candidates are finally
passed upon by the academic board. Certifi-
cates from colleges and high schools will not
be accepted in lieu of the entrance examina*
tions.
Mental Requirements. Candidates will be
examined in punctuation, spelling, arithmetic,
geography, English grammar, United States
history world's history, algebra, physics, and
plane geometry.
Physical Requirements. All candidates
must, at the time of their examination for •
admission, be between the ages of sixteen
and twenty years. A candidate is eligible for
appointment the day he becomes sixteen and
is ineligible on the day he becomes twenty
years of age. Candidates are required to be
of good moral character, physically sound,
well formed and of robust constitution. The
height of candidates for admission must not
be less than five feet two inches between the
ages of sixteen and eighteen years, and not
less than five feet four inches between the
ages" 6f eighteen and twenty years. The
 minimum weight at sixteen years is 109
pounds, with an increase of five pounds of
each additional year or fraction of a year
over one-half. Candidates must be unmar-
ried.
Pay. The pay of a midshipman is ?780 a
year, beginning at the date of his admission.
Midshipmen must supply themselves with
clothing, books, etc., the total expense of
which amounts to $280.64. Traveling expenses
to the Academy are paid by the government.
Enlistment. Each midshipman on admis-
sion is required to sign articles by which he
binds himself to serve in the United States
navy eight years (including his time of pro-
bation at the Naval Academy).
NAVAL MILITIA, citizens who are or-
ganized in a body which supplements the
Naval Reserve (which see). Its members
receive no pay, and are not obliged to serve
on ships, although this experience is pro-
vided for all who wish it. The government
loans small naval vessels periodically to the
states soliciting them, for the purpose of
drills. In times of stress the naval militia
may be called into service. There is a naval
militia in each of the following jurisdictions,
all under the direction of an Assistant Secre-
tary of the Navy:
California	Maine	North Carolina
Connecticut       Maryland	Ohio
District of Co-Massachusetts Oregon
lumbia	Michigan	Pennsylvania
Florida	Minnesota.         Bhode Island
Illinois	Missouri	South Carolina
Indiana	New Jersey      "Washington
Louisiana	New York         Wisconsin
NAVAL   OBSEBVATORY,   dbwnfrio
ry, an astronomical observatory established
at Washington, D. C., operated under the
supervision of the bureau of equipment in
the Navy Department. The buildings are
on Georgetown Heights and comprise an
office building and observatories for the
various astronomical instruments used. Chief
among these is the 26-inch equatorial tele-
scope, which was placed in position in 1874
and was afc that time the largest instrument
of its kind in the world. There are also
transit instruments, astronomical clocks,
photoheliographs and various other pieces of
intricate apparatus. The library contains
32,000 volumes and a large number of pam-
phlets. The work of the observatory consists
largely in the following up discoveries that
have been made in other observatories and
making them practical. It also prepares the
Nautical Almanac and issues numerous re-
ports and articles pertaining to astronomical
subjects.

